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5th Jan 2022 

 

Dear parent / guardian 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family a very happy New 

Year and welcome your child(ren) back to school tomorrow, Thur 6th Jan 2022. 

 

We are continuing to operate the established COVID restrictions within school to 

protect the pupils and staff against the rapid spread of the Omicron variant. It has 

always been our policy that children who are feeling unwell with temperatures, colds, 

flu, vomiting, earaches, sore throats etc should not be in school as: 

 

 They are miserable in school 

 They pass their illness on to their classmates 

 Minor illness can temporarily reduce the ability of the sick child’s immune 

system to fight more serious infections. 

 

Consequently, they should stay at home and only come to school when the symptoms 

have cleared. This policy hasn’t changed, in fact it is more important than ever, now 

that we have Covid-19 to contend with. 

The NI Executive has announced a change to the rules on self-isolation for positive 

cases, reducing the period from 10 days to seven, providing the individual has negative 

Lateral Flow Device (LFD) results on both days 6 and 7 with tests taken 24 hours apart. If 

both these test results are negative, and you do not have a high temperature, you 

may end your self-isolation after the second negative test result. The earliest you can 

end isolation is on day seven (providing the LFTs on day six and seven are both 

negative). If either your day six or seven test are positive you can test again the 

following day. 

You should only end your self-isolation after you have had two consecutive 

negative LFD tests which should be taken at least 24 hours apart. You should stop 

testing after you have had two consecutive negative test results. You can end self-

isolation as long as you do not still have a high temperature. If you still have a high 

temperature, you need to continue to self-isolate until your temperature has returned 

to normal for 48 hours. You do not need to continue self-isolating for more than 

seven days if you only have a cough or loss of sense of smell/ taste, as these 

symptoms can last for several weeks after the infection has gone. 
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This guidance applies to children and who usually attend an education or childcare 

setting. 

Parents should notify the school of a positive case as soon as possible.  

Children who are close contacts of a positive case are advised to isolate and take a 

lateral flow device (LFD) test as soon as possible. If this is negative you can stop 

isolating but should continue to take daily lateral flow tests until the tenth day after 

the last date of contact with the positive case. The lateral flow should ideally be taken 

before you leave the house for the first time each day. If any lateral flow test is 

positive you should isolate immediately and book a PCR test. If at any time- you 

develop symptoms, you should isolate immediately and book a PCR even if the lateral 

flow test is negative. 

As you will be aware levels of community transmission are very high and we like 

other sectors are experiencing ongoing pressures due to staff shortages. We wish to 

assure you that we will continue to work extremely hard to provide high quality face-

to-face education to our children in difficult circumstances.  

However, we would like to make you aware that situations may arise at very short 

notice where we may as a last resort have to implement Remote Learning (where the 

student and teacher are not physically present in the classroom but work from home). 

Remote Learning will take the form of a combination of See-Saw and photocopied 

work sheets which will be sent home tomorrow and ONLY to be used when 

instructed to do so by a member of staff -Please keep the booklet in a safe place 

until required. 

Communication to parents will take place mainly through text alert but we will also 

use See-Saw and our St Mary’s Facebook page. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank you for your continued support during the current 

unprecedented times which is greatly appreciated. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

PRINCIPAL 


